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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Robinson et al (2002/01 1 3820) in view of Crater et al (5,805,442). 

The disclosed invention is a method of hosting an account on a network. The 
network is capable of letting users set up accounts, which are accessible by other users 
in either qualified or read only modes. Each account has an environment (virtual reality 
or two-dimensional representation) that displays at least one item within. The at least 
one item has a "virtual size". The network allows a first user to set up an account and 
design a virtual environment which other users may access. 

Robinson discloses a host system (100), first account (#130, i.e. businesses), 
and first and second users (#120 the customers who want to use the website for 
personal reasons), and a network that connects the gallery accounts to the users (#110, 
#116). The users (#120) have access to the web sever (100) and the gallery accounts 
(#130) via web application software (such as Internet Explorer or Firefox). The web 
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server, account managers and users can transmit information back and forth through 
"conventional means" as disclosed in 1J0021. The businesses can customize their 
virtual accounts with a "drag and drop" applications fl[0091), customers can request 
qualified access to these environments (see TJ0036), and can interact with the 
businesses through a web browser (see U0003 & 1J0019 & H0021) and with each other 
through the virtual environment (1J0034, lines 5-6). When the users (#120) create an 
account with the three-dimensional environment service (set up by business #130), a 
personal kernel is placed on the users (#120) system. The personal kernel is a data- 
mining tool that keeps a registry of downloads, a user profiles, buying patterns, 
searches (i.e. personal information; see 1J0078, lines 57-74) 

The phrase "size" can be viewed in two different ways. The first would be that 
the virtual items (such as a desk) take up "3D space" within a user's environment. 
Robinson discloses this type of "size" by teaching that the users can fill up their "virtual 
rooms" with furniture. (See 1J0036). The second way of defining "size" would be that 
the "items" use a particular amount of memory. It should be appreciated that file sizes 
are measured in Megabytes and depending on compression methods and file formats a 
megabyte of data can hold various amounts of information for a plurality of applications 
(i.e. books, images, or music.) Robinson's "items" therefore have a specific file size, 
which is measured by the amount of information stored therein. 

Robinson disclose that the three dimensional environment is not required for 
viewing the content of each account. Instead the three dimensional environment is only 
an option for users (#120, see also fl0079). Robinson discloses that a user (#120) may 
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access an account (e-group.com) navigate to a particular are of interest and then have 
the option ("may") of activating a 3D version of the e-community database. It should be 
appreciated that the galley account (i.e. e-groups.com) need not be presented to the 
users in 3D. 

Robinson does not disclose specifically disclosure that the users (#120) have the 
option of qualified and read-only access to the account. 

Crater however discloses that security becomes particularly important if web 
pages allow client computers 50 not only to access data, but to modify it as well. For 
example, while "read-only" access to control data suffices to inform the client user of the 
state of a controlled machine or process, the user cannot, if limited to such access, 
influence the operation of the controller. It may prove desirable, therefore, to allow an 
appropriately authorized client to directly modify control parameters (which may, for 
example, be stored on a restricted-access web page) that determine the operation of 
the controller and, hence, the controlled machine or process, (see Col. 8 lines 60+ to 
Col. 9. line 15). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made to allow users both qualified and read-only access to accounts set 
up by businesses to allow the users to (1) access without altering the operations of the 
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system and (2) access and directly modify the control parameters that determine the 
operations of the account. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen A. Holzen whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6903. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Teri Luu can be reached on 571-272-7045. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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